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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 THE HA 04889 03I538Z 
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ACTION SCI-06 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-25 ISO-00 AID-05 CEQ-02 CIAE-00 COA-02 

COME-00 DODE-00 EB-I2 EPA-04 INR-II 10-14 L-03 NSF-04 

NSC-07 NSAE-00 PM-07 RSC-01 SS-20 SP-03 FEAE-00 

AEC-11 CEA-02 CIEP-03 FPC-01 H-03 INT-08 OMB-01 

SAM-01 STR-08 TRSE-00 FRB-03 DRC-01 /169W 

118166 

R031512Z OCT 74 
FM AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4488 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 

UNCLAS THE HAGUE 4889 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV, NL 

SUBJECT: NEW DUTCH REGULATION ON SULPHUR CONTENT IN FUELS 

1. DUTCH HEALTH MINISTER VORRINK ANNOUNCED OCT 1 THAT 
EFFECTIVE NOV 1 MAXIMUM SULPHUR CONTENT OF FUELS SOLD IN 
NETHS WILL BE AS FOLLOWS: 

PERCENT 

HEAVY FUEL OIL 2.9 

NO. 2 HEATING OIL 0.9 

NO. 1 HEATING OIL AND DIESEL 0.7 
OTHER FUELS 1.5 
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2. PURPOSE IS TO REDUCE SO-2 POLLUTION IN URBAN AREAS. 
TOLERANCES WILL BE EURTHER TIGHTENED IN JULY 1975, 

DECEMBER 1975 AND JULY 1976. 

3. INDUSTRY SOURCES TELL US THESE INITIAL TOLERANCES HAVE 
BREN INFORMALLY APPLIED BY LOCAL REFINERIES FOR SOME MONTHS 
WITHOUT INCONVENIENCE. HIGH SULPHUR FUEL OIL HAS SIMPLY 
BREN DIVERTED TO BOOMING BUNKER MARKET. MORE RESTRICTIVE 
TOLERANCES TO BE INTRODUCED LATER, HOWEVER, CAN ONLY BE MET 
BY INVESTMENT IN DESULPHURIZING EQUIPMENT (WHICH IS NOT 
PRESENTLY PLANNED BY ANY REFINERY) OR BY GREATER BLENDING 
OF LOW-SULPHUR CRUDE WHICH MAY BE IN SHORT SUPPLY AT THAT 
TIME. THUS MADAME VORRINK'S EUTURE TARGETS MAY NOT PROVE 
ATTAINABLE ON SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED. 

GOULD 
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